
“Come Together, Build Our Future,                    
“Leave a Legacy” 

 Help keep the momentum growing. Support  
the St. Francis & St. Gabriel 

“New Parish Hall” Building Fund Drive.   
Help us get to get over the top!      

Pledge Amounts as of 05/15/2017:  
  $268,864.00  Pledges & Gifts  
  $  57,760.00  Brick, Block and Window Pledges 
 $ 326,624.00  Sub-total of Pledges 
  $  87,660.41 Fundraisers/Organization gifts 
  $  14,043.00  Memorial Donations.  

  $428,327.41 Total of Pledges and Gifts 
 

CURRENT UPDATE ON  
PROGRESS OF OUR PROJECT!  

Thanks to YOU we are getting very close to 
announcing a date for groundbreaking.  The 
excitement is building! 

The Hall Committee is in the process of submitting a  Fi-
nancial Plan to the diocese and also soliciting bids from 
several local  lending institutions in securing a bank loan for 
our new Combined Parish Hall Project. The new hall will 
benefit both parishes and families for wedding receptions, 
celebrations, activities etc. We are in the process of choosing 
a name which will reflect the faith and background of both 
St. Gabriel and St. Francis parishes.  
     The Diocese requires three sources of funding: one-third 
in pledges, one-third in cash/savings, and one-third in loans. 
In the time that has elapsed since our original projections, 
some unforeseen expenses have come to light.  The original 
pledge goal and cash amount was set at $650,000. The  
Finance Committee has determined that we need to conduct 
a Second Appeal to give any who have not yet had an oppor-
tunity to make a pledge and/or gift, or 
any who might be able a chance to add 
to their original gift. The goal of this 
appeal is $250,000. A special postcard 
will arrive in your mail soon explain-
ing this special drive. If you know of anyone who might be 
interested (former members, summer visitors, friends of our 
parishes) please help us by distributing one of the extra cards 
available in the narthex of each church. The next step will 
involve a brief update at all parish masses.  The successful 
completion of this project will give both of our parishes 
greater hope for future survival and a way to offer a viable 
Catholic presence in the northernmost part of our Diocese. 
We invite all visitors to help in whatever way possible. No 
gift is too small! Thanks to the many who have already re-
sponded so generously. Post Cards and pledge information 
is available in the narthex of the church, parish Web Site , 
or by calling the Parish Office. Thanks and God Bless! 

SICK AND SHUT-INS OF THE PARISH 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER 
Home: Sandra Romano 
Stone Crossing:  Vera Kompara 
St. Joseph Care Center:  Fran Montella, Jerry Nicolet (SG) 
  

ST. GABRIEL  
Home: Shirl Bonar; Ivette Martinez 
Arbors (Great Trail) Nursing : Richard Lane, Doris Ferguson. 
St. Luke Minerva: Stella Kiko; James Smith 
Carroll Health Care: Mary Wadsworth  
The Pines: Roman Ritterbeck  
  3015 17th St. NW, Canton, OH 44708) 
 

Prayer Chain for St. Gabriel and St. Francis:  
For the prayer list for St. Francis, please call Dolores  Hudson 
at 330-863-0273; For St. Gabriel, please call Darlene Mackey 
at 330-868-6639. 

FOR ILL & HOSPITALIZED:  Please call Parish 

Office as soon as one is hospitalized, and/or to request  home 
visits and Holy Communion, from either parish. The Eucha-
ristic Ministers are not to make these arrangements. Whenever 
one is admitted to an area hospital, or nursing care facility 
please inform the Admissions Office you are Catholic and 
your Parish. Due to the Privacy of Information Act, hospitals 
no longer give out personal information. 
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN  
INITIATION OF ADULTS 
The RCIA process continues with the     
period of Mystagogy which focuses on    
living out our Catholic Faith as disciples of 

Jesus.  We will continue to meet on Wednesday evenings 
through the month of May concluding with the Feast of 
Pentecost, the birthday of the church on Sunday June 4.  
Anyone interested in finding out more about the RCIA 
process and/or entering the Catholic Church, please    
contact Linda Shaw at the church office at 330-868-4498. 
 

 

SYMPATHY:  The parishioners of St. Gabriel and    
St. Francis Xavier offer our prayers and sympathy to: 
  The family of Pearl Reikowsky: Liz Stone, Kathy 
(David) Winter, Margaret Reikowsky, and Richard 
(Kathy) Reikowsky and family on the death of their moth-
er, on May 13th.  Pearl worshiped with us at St. Gabriel 
often and always donated a beautiful homemade afghan 
for the Boutique raffle.   
 To David (Martha) Gotschall and family on the 
death of David’s aunt Norma Jean DeRocle of Florida. 
 To the family of Norene Casale who died this past 
week.  Norene was a long-time parishioner of St. Gabriel 
Church and a generous benefactor of the CWC Boutique. 
 May all of the faithful departed through the mercy 
of God, rest in peace. 

 
 

EXTREMES 
 If you wish to go to extremes, let it 
be in sweetness, patience, humility, and 
charity. 

—St. Philip Neri 

 

PSR SCHEDULE 
All grades meet this Sunday, May 21st for their final class 
and Year End Program with a May Crowning Ceremony.  It 
has been a great year!  As it comes to a close, please say 
"Thank You" to the PSR Teachers and Aides who have giv-
en of their time and talent to hand on the Faith to the chil-
dren of our parishes.    
 

GRADUATION MASS 
On Sunday May 28th ALL graduates will be honored 
at the 8:30am mass at St. Francis, and 10:30am mass 
at St. Gabriel.  We ask that graduates call  the 
church office at 330-868-4498 to indicate which 
Mass they will be attending.  Graduates are asked to 

wear their cap and gown and will be part of the entrance pro-
cession for Mass. We look forward to honoring the gradu-
ates of our parishes!   
 

LIFETOUCH SESSION:  Because of the confusion 
with the last photo opportunity, LifeTouch is offering       
another photo day to be scheduled at St. Gabriel Church 
on Tuesday, June 13 from 12 NOON—7:00pm.  If interest-
ed please contact the church office or you may schedule on-
line. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  We offer our       
congratulations, best wishes and prayers to Bill 
Pilati who celebrates his 92nd birthday this 
Sunday with his family. Bill continues to be an 
active member of St. Gabriel parish serving as 
a Special Minister of the Eucharist and helping 

whenever called upon. We thank God for his good health 
and generous spirit. May God bless him and his family on 
his birthday and keep them always in His love.  
 

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION 
The scriptures tell us that forty days 
after the Resurrection of Jesus (Easter 
Sunday) he appeared to his disciples 
and then ascended into heaven to the 
right hand of the Father. This feast 
would normally fall on a Thursday. 
 However, in several ecclesiasti-

cal provinces of the United States of America (including the 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati –that is the state of Ohio), the So-
lemnity of the Ascension of the Lord is transferred from Thurs-
day, May 25, 2017, to the following Sunday, May 28, 2017. 
One reason for this transfer is the difficulty of many to attend 
church mid-week because of work schedules and other social/
cultural distractions. Since this is such an important celebration 
in our life of faith, the bishops do not want us to miss its im-
portance.  
 Jesus commissions the disciples to baptize in his name, re-
minding them that he is always present through his Spirit. Hav-
ing ascended to his Father amid cries of gladness, we are to be 
his witnesses for we have been gifted with his Spirit of wisdom 
and revelation. Let us therefore, live in a manner worthy of the 
call we have received. 
 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE: stgabriel-stfrancis.org 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 

Saturday, May 20—St. Bernardine of Siena 

4:00pm SFX  Steve Marmo by Joe & Dave 
6:00PM SG  George Tokos by Family 
 

Sunday, May 21 Sixth Sunday of Easter 
8:30am SFX  Living and Deceased members of both parishes 
10:30am SG   Ruth Pilati by Karen & Larry Spidel 
 

Monday,  May 22—St. Rita of Cascia 

8:00am SFX  Joan Smith by June Martin 
 
Tuesday, May 23  
9:00am SG  Mike Zwick by Jeff & Martha Davis 
 

Wednesday,  May 24 

8:00am SFX Joe Casper by Sara & Bruce Pumphrey 
 

Thursday,  May 25 

9:00am SG  Tom Bolanz by Ken Zwick & Family 
 

Friday, May 26—St. Philip Neri 
9:00am SG Prayer Service 
 

Saturday, May 27—St. Augustine of Canterbury 

4:00pm SFX  John Zwick by Sandy Boldizsar 
6:00PM SG  Alex J. Koniecko by Family  
 

Sunday, May 28—Ascension of the Lord 
8:30am SFX Angie & John Cinson by Rick & Theresa Andreski 
10:30am SG   Living and Deceased members of both parishes 

 

CHURCH SUPPORT: 
May   God   bless  you  for   your   generosity to  our  parishes  

on  May 14, 2017 
 

St. Gabriel:  Adult $1,782; Loose $212; Cap. Imp. $59; New 
Hall $25; Communications $25; Ascension $5.  
 

St. Francis Xavier: Adult $1,917; Loose $141; Bldg Fund 
$120;New Hall $205; Communications $5; Ascension $10.  
 

PARISH SUPPORT: Please make any Checks cover-
ing your Regular Church contributions payable to the  
parish in which you are formally registered.  The         
exception would be if you are making a donation to the 
New Hall Fund., which should be made payable to: St. 
Francis Church.  Thanks.                                               
 
 

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT: “For it is better to 
suffer for doing good, if that be God’s will, than for doing 
evil.” 1 PETER 3:17 
 The old line says “if you want to make God laugh, 
tell him your plans.” Many of us are diligent in our plan-
ning, making sure things are progressing smoothly, then 
disaster strikes, we don’t get the result that was intended. 
An unforeseen problem arises. Many times we may re-
spond negatively. Why me? I did everything right! Here’s 
the thing – God has a different and better plan in store for 
you. 
 

VOCATION VIEWS:  The Spirit of truth is within 
you.  You are not alone.  Reflect on how God is calling 
you at this time in your life. (John 14:15-21) 



 ST. GABRIEL  ST. FRANCIS 
      400 West High Street  • Minerva, OH 44657   125 Carrollton Street • Malvern, OH  44644 

OFFICE ADDRESS: P.O. Box 275 • Minerva, OH 44657 
PHONE:  330-868-4498 

EMAIL:  smstgabriel@frontier.com • WEBSITE:  stgabriel-stfrancis.org 

 PASTOR: Fr. Victor Cinson 330-868-4498 
 SECRETARY: Mrs. Peggy Romine 
 FAITH FORMATION/RCIA DIRECTOR:  
  Ms. Linda Shaw 
 PSR COORDINATOR: Mrs. Denise Laubacher 
 SOCIAL HALL PHONE: St. Gabriel 330-868-4610  
          St. Francis 330- 863-0760 
 OFFICE HOURS: 
 9am – 5pm Monday - Thursday;  9am—2pm Friday  
 

 REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
 Saturday:     4:00pm at St. Francis  
            6:00pm at St. Gabriel 
 Sunday:        8:30am at St. Francis  
          10:30am at St. Gabriel 
 Weekdays    8:00am Mon. and Wed. at St. Francis 
                      9:00am Tues. and Thurs. at St. Gabriel 
                      9:00am Fri. St. Gabriel Communion Service 

[See Weekday Schedule inside for changes & special days.]  
 Holy Days of Obligation  
     Vigil (evening before)  7:00pm at St. Francis 
     Holy Day  9:00am and 7:00 pm at St. Gabriel 
CONFESSIONS  
 Saturday:     2:00 – 2:45pm St. Gabriel 
               3:15 – 3:45pm St. Francis 
Other times by request. [Note: Confessions will be  cancelled  
when there is a wedding at either church.  Check weekly bulletin.]   

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  Mark your calen-
dars now for this summer's Totally Catholic VBS:  
“MAKER FUN FACTORY:  Created by God, Built for a 
Purpose,”  coming July 17 through the 21.  Information 
regarding this fun summer event will be sent home with 
all PSR students.  Youth Group is asked to help through 
the week and young adult and adult leaders are needed.  
VBS can not happen without YOU.  We need at least 25 
volunteers to help with leading small groups,, art/crafts, 
music, station site leaders, games and food.  There will be 
a sign-up sheet  for those committing to help in the gather-
ing space soon.  Sign-ups for participants of VBS will 
take place in mid-June through July.  For more infor-
mation contact Denise Laubacher at 330-868-3808. 
  

SENIOR LUNCHEON: The St. Gabriel CWC will 
host the next Senior Luncheon on Wed. May 24 in the An-
nex Meeting Rooms of St. Gabriel.  All seniors from both 
St. Francis and St. Gabriel are welcome to attend.  Please 
use the sign-up sheets in the narthex of either church. 
 

72ND ANNUAL CWC CONVENTION:  This 
year the DCCW Convention  will be held on Wed. June 7 
at Holy Family Church in Steubenville.  Please contact 
your CWC President, Jan Prevot at 330-863-0789 for St. 
Francis Xavier and Judy Wood at 330-868-5627 for St. 
Gabriel.   
 

CATHOLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  There is an 
envelope in your envelope packet for next weekend for the 
Catholic Communications Campaign.  This campaign con-
nects people with Christ, here and around the world in de-
veloping countries, through the internet, television, radio 
and print media.  Fifty percent of funds collected remains 
in our diocese to fund local communications efforts.  Your 
support helps spread the gospel message!  To learn more, 
visit www.usccb.org/ccc. 
 

PEOPLE OF HOPE 
Throughout this Easter season the      
readings have drawn us into the           
experience of the early church. We have 
tasted the excitement and zeal of the first 
Christians. Now, with them, we listen to 
the words of Saint Peter, who reminds us 
that when people notice that we are    

people of hope, we should be ready to explain why. This 
challenges us. Do others even notice that we are people of 
hope? In a world often marked by cynicism and hopeless-
ness, do we stand out as people who offer hope and      
reassurance to   others? In today’s Gospel Jesus promises 
that when he leaves the earth he will not leave us          
orphaned. Today he promises to send his Advocate, the 
Spirit of truth who will be with us always. Let us 
acknowledge the presence of the Holy Spirit and ask the 
Spirit to make us people of hope. 
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BAPTISMS 
Parents  are  to  call the   Parish Office  to  arrange  for a   
preparation meeting.   The child need not yet be born  to make   
these arrangements.  

MARRIAGES 
Couples intending to marry must consult the pastor personally 
at   least 6 months prior to the desired date.  No date will be  
set until this meeting takes place. 

BULLETIN DEADLINE:   
All items must be submitted to the Parish Office in    
writing  by 12:00 Noon on Tuesday.  

6th SUNDAY OF EASTER May 21, 2017  

ST. GABRIEL CWC “Thank You!” 
At the Combined Parish Mother Daughter Banquet 
last Wednesday, the St. Gabriel CWC presented the 
parish with a check in the amount of $2,500.00. This 
was mainly from the profits and hard work of their last 
Boutique. Thanks and God Bless. 
 

PRESCHOOL PSR meets this Sunday May 21st 
from 9-10:15am to join everyone for their last day of 
PSR and the May Crowning Ceremony that takes 
place at 9:50am.  May all our students enjoy their 
summer vacation!  Thank you for attending religious 
education this year—the teachers appreciate you and 
your participation!  See you for Summer VBS.  

Mrs. Denise Laubacher 
 

2017 MONSIGNOR MOLLOY  K of C 
SCHOLARSHIP The Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil #11380 is offering a scholarship up to $1,000.00 to 
an eligible High School Senior.  You are required to 
be a practicing Catholic, member of St. Gabriel or St. 
Francis Xavier Catholic Church.  You must be attend-
ing a Catholic Institution of higher learning in the fall 
of 2017.  You will find applications on the desk in the 
gathering space in both parishes.  Applications must 
be postmarked by Friday, May 12, 2017. 
 

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
The group will finish out this sessions soon.  Thanks 
to all the dedicated members!  Please come and join at 
any time, all are welcome and bibles available.  Call 
Pete & Denise Laubacher for more information.  
 

THANK YOU:  Thank you for your donation of 
$354 to the Salvation Army Minerva Service Unit.  It 
is greatly appreciated to help further our ministry to 
people in the Minerva/Malvern area.  This gift will be 
used to meet the needs of people in our community.  It 
is because of your generosity that we are able to assist 
with Christmas gifts for children, food, utilities, pre-
scriptions, and other needs as they are presented to us.  
In some significant way, someone’s life will be 
touched by this gift. May God bless you and keep you 
in His care.  Jennifer Chadwell, Unit Coordinator. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Everything is blooming most recklessly; if it were 
voices instead of colors, there would be an unbelieva-
ble shrieking into the heart of the night. 

Rainer Maria Rilke 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 The custom of genuflection is not 
found everywhere in the Catholic Church. 
In fact, it is a bit of breach of etiquette to 
genuflect in most Eastern Catholic 
Churches. If you’re visiting an Eastern 
Catholic or an Orthodox church, the 
“when in Rome” rule should be adopted. 
Watch what the home team is doing! Usu-

ally, Eastern Catholics and Orthodox reserve a small portion 
of the eucharistic bread for the dying in a cupboard or     
eucharistic dove, but it is not a center of attention or        
devotion. The rule is to make a profound bow, called a 
“metasis,” toward the altar—bowing deeply while making 
the sign of the cross. 
 East and West split years before we Westerners began to 
reserve the Blessed Sacrament prominently in our churches. 
Thus, the East never changed the original custom of bowing 
toward the altar. Increasingly, as tabernacles became more 
widespread in the West and moved into prominent        
placement within churches, we replaced the bow toward the 
altar with a genuflection toward the Blessed Sacrament 
when its place of reservation is visible. 
 In a church where the Blessed Sacrament is reserved in a 
special chapel or off the main axis of the building, normally 
you should bow toward the altar when you enter your pew, 
because the eucharistic table is the principal sign of Christ’s 
presence in the church building. If you have ever participated 
in the liturgy of Dedication of a Church and Altar, there is no 
mistaking the altar’s significance: it is first slathered with 
chrism and then adorned with a brazier billowing clouds of 
incense that fill the whole church as a sign of prayer and 
presence! 

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

PARISH SHARE CAMPAIGN: 
May 20/21 Breakfast bars & cereal 

May 27/28 Canned Fruits & Vegetables 


