
“Come Together, Build Our Future,                    
“Leave a Legacy” 

 Help keep the momentum growing. Support  
Our “New Parish Hall” Building Fund Drive.   

Help us get to get over the top!      
Pledge Amounts as of 3/1/2017:  
  $260,394.00  Pledges & Gifts  
  $  57,760.00  Brick, Block and Window Pledges 
 $ 318,154.00  Sub-total [Pledge Goal  $350,000] 
  $  79,169.41 Fundraisers/Organization gifts 
  $  13,703.00  Memorial Donations.  
  $411,026.41  Total of Pledges and Gifts 
 

KEEP UP YOUR PRAYERS AND 
HELP!  

One of the next steps in following our      
Diocesan Building Guidelines is to submit a 
Financial Plan to the diocese on our sources 
of funding and payment of loans. From the 
beginning of this project, the Diocese has 
required that we meet three sources of fund-
ing: one-third of the project in pledges, one-

third in cash/savings, and one-third in loans. In the time that 
has elapsed since our original projections some unforeseen 
expenses have come to light and so we are still in need of 
extra sources of funding. Our Finance Committee is working 
on ways of dealing with this situation. 
We hope to address this by seeking ex-
tra sources of pledges (new and addi-
tional ones), other gifts and grant mon-
ey, enlisting your time and talent in as-
sisting with fundraisers, and by inviting others from the wid-
er community to help support our project. The successful 
completion of this project will give both of our parishes 
greater hope for future survival and a way to offer a viable 
Catholic presence in the northernmost part of our Diocese. 
We need to hear as soon as possible from anyone who has 
not yet had an opportunity to make a pledge, or gift. We 

invite all visitors to help in whatever 
way possible. Invite former parishion-
ers and family members to help as 
they are able. No gift is too small! 

Thanks to the many who have already responded. Please 
pray for the success of our project. Information sheets and 
pledge cards are available in the narthex of the church, 
parish Web Site , or by calling the Parish Office. Thanks 
and God Bless! 
 
 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE: stgabriel-stfrancis.org 

 

SICK AND SHUT-INS OF THE PARISH 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER 
Stone Crossing:  Vera Kompara 
St. Joseph Care Center:  Fran Montella, Jerry Nicolet (SG) 
     

ST. GABRIEL  
Home: Shirl Bonar; Ivette Martinez 
Arbors (Great Trail) Nursing : Richard Lane, Doris Ferguson. 
St. Luke Minerva: Stella Kiko;  
Carroll Health Care: Mary Wadsworth  
Community Care Alliance: John Hoover 
The Pines: Roman Ritterbeck (3015 17th St. NW, Canton, OH 44708) 

McCrea Manor: Sandra Romano 
   2040 McCrea Street, Alliance, Ohio 44601  
 

Prayer Chain for St. Gabriel and St. Francis:  
For the prayer list for St. Francis, please call Dolores  Hudson 
at 330-863-0273; For St. Gabriel, please call Darlene Mackey 
at 330-868-6639. 

FOR ILL & HOSPITALIZED:  Please call Parish 
Office as soon as one is hospitalized, and/or to request  home 
visits and Holy Communion, from either parish. The Eucha-
ristic Ministers are not to make these arrangements. Whenever 
one is admitted to an area hospital, or nursing care facility 
please inform the Admissions Office you are Catholic and 
your Parish. Due to the Privacy of Information Act, hospitals 
no longer give out personal information. 

 
 

LENTEN REFLECTION: 
“If you knew the gift of God and who is saying to 
you,’ Give me a drink’, you would have asked him 
and he would’ve given you living water.” 

 On his way from Judea to Galilee, Jesus 
passes through Samaria. He has no problem dealing with Sa-
maritans, who were considered by the Jews to be heretics. His 
attitude helps us to realize that encounter with those who are 
different than ourselves can help us grow. 
 Jesus does not hesitate to ask the Samaritan woman for 
something to drink. His thirst, as we know, is much more than 
physical: it is also a thirst for encounter, a desire to enter into 
dialogue and to invite her to make a journey of interior conver-
sion. He is patient, respectful, and gradually reveals himself to 
her. His example encourages us to seek a serene encounter with 
others in order to understand one another, to accept and listen 
to one another. In this way, we already begin to experience uni-
ty. Unity happens when we walk together. 
 Gradually she comes to realize that the one who has 
asked her for a drink is able to quench her own thirst. Jesus in 
effect tells her that he is the source of living water, which can 
satisfy her thirst forever. Our human existence is marked by 
boundless aspirations: we seek truth, we thirst for love, justice 
and freedom. These desires can only be partially satisfied, for 
from the depths of our being we are prompted to seek 
“something more”, something capable of fully quenching our 
thirst. The response to these aspirations is given by God in Je-
sus Christ in his paschal mystery.  He is the fount of the water 
of the Holy Spirit, “the love of God poured into our hearts on 
the day of our baptism”.  By the working of the Holy Spirit, we 
have become one in Christ. This mystery of love is the deepest 
ground of the unity which binds all Christians and is much 
greater than historical divisions. To the extent that we humbly 
advance towards the Lord, then, we also draw nearer to one 
another.  [adapted from Pope Francis] 
 
 

How might I open my heart to the needs of those closest to me 
this week? 

 

CELEBRATE LENT 2017 
 

Days of Abstinence: On all Fridays of Lent 
faithful Catholics observe the Law of Absti-
nence when we abstain from eating meat in 
solidarity with Christ who died for us. The 
Church is “confident that no Catholic Christian 

will lightly hold himself excused from this penitential prac-
tice“ (U.S. Conference Catholic Bishops). 
 

“Stations of the Cross with Pope Francis” Every MON-
DAY of Lent at 7pm, alternating churches each week. 
March 20 at St. Gabriel.  
 

New! “Into the Heart of God: Jean Vanier Explores the 
Gospel of John in the Holy Land.” Following the Monday 
evening Stations of the Cross. Retrace the steps of Jesus 
through the Holy Land. Video and Discussion facilitated by 
Linda Shaw. Also offered again every Thursday of Lent at 
1pm in the Annex Rooms at St. Gabriel. 
 

New! “Living Lent With Love: Encouragement and Daily 
Prayers from Pope Francis.” A FREE booklet of daily 
meditations by Pope Francis available in the narthex of each 
church. We have extra copies. Give one to a friend, children 
away from home or at college. 
 

New! “Best Lent Ever.” Matthew Kelly, email reflection on 
his book, “Resisting Happiness.” Do more than give up 
chocolate for Lent! Sign up at DynamicCatholic.com/Lent 
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN  
INITIATION OF ADULTS 
During this Lenten time of Purification and 
Enlightenment, we ask for your continued 
prayers for our Candidates (those already bap-

tized) preparing for entrance into the Catholic Church at the 
Easter Vigil: Cynthia Deeter, Makenzie Jordan and Nancy 
Jurkiewicz.  Their pictures are displayed in the Gathering 
Space of each church. Please pray for them and make them 
feel welcome among us. 
 
LENTEN TAIZE PRAYER SERVICE:   

Sunday, March 19th, at 4pm we will cele-
brate a Lenten Prayer Service done in the 
style of the Taizé religious community, at St. 
Gabriel for all who would like to experience a 
quiet moment in their Lenten journey. 
“Gathered in the presence of Christ, we sing 

uncomplicated repetitive songs, uncluttered by too many 
words, allowing the mystery of God to become tangible 
through the beauty of simplicity.  A few words sung over 
and over again reinforce the meditative quality of prayer.  
They express a basic reality of faith that can quickly be 
grasped by the intellect, and that gradually penetrates the 
whole being.” (Brother Roger of Taize)  Please join us for 
prayer and a simple fellowship time to follow in the church 
hall. 
 

PARISH SHARE CAMPAIGN: 
March 18/19 Breakfast bars & cereal 

March 25/26  Canned fruits and veggies 

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday,  March 18 

4:00pm SFX  Helen Buzzelli by Husband & Son 
6:00pm SG   Living and Deceased members of both parishes 
 

Sunday, March 19—3rd Sunday of Lent 
8:30am SFX  Iola Bryant by Thelma Nixon 
10:30am SG  Mary Jo Casper by Robert & Patricia Ailes 
4:00pm SG Taize Prayer Service 
 
Monday,  March 20—St. Joseph 

8:00am SFX  Esther Albright by Judy Aquino 
 
Tuesday, March 21 

9:00am SG Tony & Diane Petrarca by Tim & Joanne Martin 
 

Wednesday,  March 22 

8:00am SFX  Christopher Norton by Tim & Denise Wigley 
 

Thursday,  March 23—St Turibius of Mogrovejo 

9:00am SG  Joan Nicolet by Friends  
 

Friday, March 24—Blessed Oscar Romero 

9am SG  Communion Service 
 

Saturday,  March 25—The Annunciation of the Lord 

4:00pm SFX  Angie Cinson by David & Barbara Cinson 
6:00pm SG    Edward S. Koniecko by Family 
 

Sunday, March 26—4th Sunday of Lent 
8:30am SFX  Living and Deceased members of both parishes 
10:30am SG  Michael Canestraro by  

Rob & Kelly Lautzenheiser 

 

CHURCH SUPPORT: 
May   God   bless  you  for   your   generosity to  our  parishes  

on  March 12, 2017 
 

St. Gabriel:  Adult $1,842; Loose $204;  Cap Imp. $14; New 
Hall $100.76; Flowers $115; Adopted Child $22.21.  
 

St. Francis Xavier: Adult $2,233; Loose $236; New Hall $680; 
Flowers $161.  
 

PARISH SUPPORT: Please make any Checks cover-
ing your Regular Church contributions payable to the  
parish in which you are formally registered.  The         
exception would be if you are making a donation to the 
New Hall Fund., which should be made payable to: St. 
Francis Church.  Thanks.                                               
 

STEWARDSHIP “Everyone who drinks this water will 
be thirsty again.” JOHN 4:13 
 Jesus reminds us that material things, even       
something as basic as water, can never satisfy us for 
long.  When we build our lives around material possessions 
we always want more.  True Joy and Peace only comes 
when we follow Jesus; when we become more “God-
centered” and less “self-centered”. 
 

ADORATION VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: St. 
Gabriel is in need of volunteers for the hour of Wednes-
days 8-9am for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  If 
you can give of your time, please contact Bill Pilati at 330-
868-5794. 



 ST. GABRIEL  ST. FRANCIS 
      400 West High Street  • Minerva, OH 44657   125 Carrollton Street • Malvern, OH  44644 

OFFICE ADDRESS: P.O. Box 275 • Minerva, OH 44657 
PHONE:  330-868-4498 

EMAIL:  smstgabriel@frontier.com • WEBSITE:  stgabriel-stfrancis.org 

 PASTOR: Fr. Victor Cinson 330-868-4498 
 SECRETARY: Mrs. Peggy Romine 
 FAITH FORMATION/RCIA DIRECTOR:  
  Ms. Linda Shaw 
 PSR COORDINATOR: Mrs. Denise Laubacher 
 SOCIAL HALL PHONE: St. Gabriel 330-868-4610  
          St. Francis 330- 863-0760 
 OFFICE HOURS: 
 9am – 5pm Monday - Thursday;  9am—2pm Friday  
 

 REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
 Saturday:     4:00pm at St. Francis  
            6:00pm at St. Gabriel 
 Sunday:        8:30am at St. Francis  
          10:30am at St. Gabriel 
 Weekdays    8:00am Mon. and Wed. at St. Francis 
                      9:00am Tues. and Thurs. at St. Gabriel 
                      9:00am Fri. St. Gabriel Communion Service 

[See Weekday Schedule inside for changes & special days.]  
 Holy Days of Obligation  
     Vigil (evening before)  7:00pm at St. Francis 
     Holy Day  9:00am and 7:00 pm at St. Gabriel 
CONFESSIONS  
 Saturday:     2:00 – 2:45pm St. Gabriel 
               3:15 – 3:45pm St. Francis 
Other times by request. [Note: Confessions will be  cancelled  
when there is a wedding at either church.  Check weekly bulletin.]   

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENT OF  
RECONCILIATION—CONFESSION:  
Our Lenten Communal Penance Service will be held on 
Tues, April 4 at 7pm at St. Francis Church, Malvern.  
We invite all from the Minerva, Malvern, Morges, Car-
rollton, and Waynesburg area to attend this special ser-
vice.  There will be several visiting priests to assist with 
the hearing of individual confessions. All Catholics are 
asked to celebrate this sacrament at least once a year. Par-
ents have the obligation of preparing and providing the 
opportunity for their children to celebrate this sacrament 
of God’s love and forgiveness often. 

 
FISH FRY DINNERS IN OUR PARISHES: 

ST GABRIEL  Fish Fry dinners at St. Gabriel will BE-
GINS this Friday, Feb. 24 from 4:30-7pm.  There will 
be sign-up sheets in the narthex of the church for  volun-
teers.  Please watch the bulletin for more info.  If you have 
question, please call Ralph Halter at 330-205-5958 or 
Dave Cinson at 330-205-1324. 
 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER Fish fry dinners will begin 
on Friday, March 3rd from 5-7pm in the social hall.  
There are sign-up sheets in the narthex of the church for 
volunteers.  Please watch the bulletin for more info.  If 
you have questions, please call Sheri Schott at 330-863-
2280. There will be a bake sale by the St Francis CWC  
on March 10.                                                                                  
 

QUARTER AUCTION: This year the Quar-
ter Auction is schedule for April 30th.  Doors 
open at 12:30pm and the auction begins at 2pm. 
The “Basket Tree” is now in the narthex of St. 
Francis Church. Please return your basket before 

April 9th.  Baskets received after April 9th will not make 
the program and will be assigned to the silent auction.    
Tickets are now available for both the Quarter Auction 
and the Raffle. If you would like to purchase tickets, 
please contact Jan Prevot at 330-863-0789 or Jackie Con-
tini at 330-863-0740.  
 

THURSDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY              
Thursday evening bible study continues with the study of 
the pastoral letters of Titus and 1st & 2nd Timothy, fol-
lowed by the Letter to the Hebrews.  Come and discover 
more about these books of the New Testament, and St. 
Paul's writings.  All are welcome, and bibles are available; 
the New American Bible translation (NAB) is used.   
 

HOLY WEEK CHOIR:   
St. Francis and St. Gabriel choirs will combine for  Holy 
Week again this year at St. Gabriel Church.  Practice is 
Wed. Mar. 22nd from 7-8pm, at St. Gabriel.  Anyone 
from either church is welcome to sing with the group.  No 
need to call ahead, just come to the practices.   
 
 

 

BAPTISMS 
Parents  are  to  call the   Parish Office  to  arrange  for a   
preparation meeting.   The child need not yet be born  to make   
these arrangements.  

MARRIAGES 
Couples intending to marry must consult the pastor personally 
at   least 6 months prior to the desired date.  No date will be  
set until this meeting takes place. 

BULLETIN DEADLINE:   
All items must be submitted to the Parish Office in    
writing  by 12:00 Noon on Tuesday.  

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT– MARCH 19, 2017   

CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES 
The date of Confirmation is  approaching for 25 of our 
parishes' teens. Confirmation takes place on Saturday 
April 22nd, at St. Francis during the 4 pm 
Mass.  There will be a short practice for all the       
candidates on Sunday April 2nd, during regular PSR 
time at St. Gabriel's beginning at 9 am.  Sponsors do 
not need to attend.   Please be sure your student is on 
time promptly for PSR that day; they will meet in their   
usual classroom then proceed to the main church for 
practice with the confirmation team. The K of C 
breakfast follows. If you have questions please contact 
Denise Laubacher 330-868-3808.  

 

RICE BOWL: We encounter Fer-
nando in El Salvador where, despite a 
lack of economic opportunity, youth 
are pursuing their dreams of building 

businesses to better the lives of their families.  How 
have you worked to better the lives of others this 
Lent?  Visit crsricebowl.org for more. 

 

PRESCHOOL PSR - APRIL 2nd 
Our next Preschool PSR session is on April 2nd      
during regular PSR time 9 am - 10:15 am.  We have 
enjoyed our preschoolers this year and thank our youth 
leaders for their help in leading this special time of 
early faith development for our parish children.   
 

PSR ROLLER SKATE PARTY  
A skate party has been scheduled for our parishes PSR 
children and families, on Sunday March 26th, at Mi-
nerva Skate Rink from 4 -6 pm.  Free Admission! 
Skate rental is $1 for quad skates, $2 for roller blades, 
or bring your own skates, and skate for free!  This fun 
event comes to you by the parishes' Youth Group.  If 
you see a Youth Group member, thank them :)    
 

SENIOR LUNCHEON: Our next Senior Lunch-
eon will be held on Wed. March 22 at noon in the an-
nex meeting rooms of St. Gabriel.  All seniors are wel-
come from both St. Gabriel and St. Francis Xavier. 
 

NATURAL FAMLY PLANNING: The next 
Mercy Medical Center Natural Family Planning    
Classes will take place on Sundays from 2-4pm, April 
2,9,23 and May 21. Call Mercy Medical Center to reg-
ister or for more information 330-489-1105. 
 

LENTEN DAY OF SPIRITUALITY FOR 
ALL WOMEN of the Diocese will beheld on Sat. 
April 1 at 10am at St. Mary Church in St. Clairsville.  
The program titled “Lessons from our Catholic Tradi-
tion and Neuroscience and the Grateful Life:  Living 
in Awareness of God’s Daily Gifts” will be presented 
by Anne Kertz Kernion of Wexford, PA. The fee of 
$25 is payable in advance.  Call Judy Wood at 330-
418-1067 (SG) or Jan Prevot (SFX) at 330-863-0789 
for reservations. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 Long ago, the custom of sending some pieces of       
consecrated bread from the Lord’s table began to take hold. 
Originally it was a way of assuring the sick and imprisoned 
of their bonds of faith and affection with the community 
from whom they were separated. By the third century, at 
least in Rome, we have evidence that the bishop would   
consign some of the sacred elements to presbyters or       
deacons. 
 There was a crisis in the unity of the church early on, 
called the quartodeciman controversy, since some people 
wanted to celebrate the Pasch [Easter] on the fourteenth day 
(quartodecima) of the Jewish month Nissan, even if it didn’t 
fall on a Sunday. The debate so fractured the church that the 
historian of the era, Eusebius, reported a new development 
to the pope. He wrote that the churches holding to the 
Lord’s Day sent out consecrated bread to the disgruntled 
people of the quartodeciman pastors with whom they were 
quarreling. Meanwhile, bishops complained about people 
taking the Eucharist home. St. Cyprian told a cautionary tale 
of a sinful woman who tried to open the “casket” containing 
the consecrated bread in her home. She was deterred from 
receiving, he said, by flames erupting from the box. Clearly, 
he wanted people to think twice before bringing Commun-
ion home! 
 The Council of Nicaea defined the “old rule of the 
church” as allowing for reserving the eucharistic bread for 
the sake of the dying. The same council could foresee     
circumstances of persecution when people might have the 
Eucharist on hand to administer to one another in a time of 
great danger, literally, at the point of a sword. The first and 
enduring purpose for reserving the Eucharist is viaticum for 
the dying. 

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

VOCATION VIEWS:  A surprise encounter can turn 
our lives around.  God offers us living water.  Come and 
drink (John 4:5-42) 

 
 


