
 Support the NEW “St. Francis & St. Gabriel” 
Parish Hall Fund Drive.   

 

UPDATE FROM THE PASTOR: 
Our new motto, in the words of Pope Francis is,  
“We have so much to do and we must do it together!”  
The site preparation work is beginning: trees are being 
removed, testing is being done, the plans are being sub-
mitted for bids from contractors, banks have been consult-
ed, the Diocese Building Commission has given us per-
mission, the plans have been submitted to the State of 
Ohio and we are on our way. There have been a few snags 
along the way, but we are finally making progress! We 
continue to build upon our best traditions as well as be-
ing innovative in being relevant to our changing needs. 
 

We have so much to do and we must do it together.   
As two parishes in the northernmost part of our diocese 
we must do it together. We need to grow beyond our tra-
ditional parish boundaries of the past and function as 
“one, holy, Catholic” church. We must be creative in how 
we meet these challenges and changes. As pastor, my 
main concern is now and always for the future of the 
Catholic faith in this northern part of Carroll County 
and part of the Diocese of Steubenville. Working togeth-
er there is nothing that we cannot accomplish. Working 
alone, we will perish! Among the many reasons for build-
ing a new hall, requiring the effort of two parishes, is for 
the continued growth and strength of the faith and our so-
cial ministry and outreach to the local communities. Other 
reasons are important too, for example the rental and mar-
keting of the hall to help pay the loan and supplement the 
facility in furthering our main goals.  
 

Your continued prayer and support is vital for our two 
parishes in carrying out the work of the Lord. Thanks you 
and God Bless! Fr. Victor Cinson 
 

Pledge Amounts as of 03/12/2018 
$ 657,177.00 Pledges & Gifts (bricks, blocks, windows) 
$ 142,967.00 Fundraisers/Org. gifts & memorial donations 

$ 800,144.00 Total of Pledges and Gifts* 
 
 

MATCHING FUNDS CHALLENGE 
New Pledges, New Gifts and Additional amounts added 
to an existing  pledge/gift will be MATCHED Dollar-for 
Dollar up to $50,000. To date we have received $28,542 
in additional gifts. ( YAY! Over Half Way There!!) 
 
 

SICK AND SHUT-INS OF THE PARISH 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER & ST. GABRIEL 
Stone Crossing:  Vera Kompara (SFX) 
St. Joseph Care Ctr.: Fran Montella (SFX), Jerry Nicolet (SG) 
Home: Rosemarie Scurto (SFX), Ivette Martinez (SG),  
 Wanda Manley (SG) 
SG at Arbors (Great Trail) Nursing : Richard Lane ,                                                              
                                            Doris Ferguson, Mary Campbell 
St. Luke Minerva: James Smith, Josephine Moyseenko 
McKinley Health Center, Canton: Roman Ritterbeck (SG) 
Copeland Oaks: Jane Collins, 800 S 15th St, Room 8103, 
Sebring , OH   44672 
Home:  Margaret Peddicord 
 

FOR ILL & HOSPITALIZED:  Please call Parish 
Office as soon as one is hospitalized, and/or to request  
home visits and Holy Communion, from either parish. The 
Eucharistic Ministers are not to make these arrangements. 
Whenever one is admitted to an area hospital, or nursing care 
facility please inform the Admissions Office you are Cath-
olic and your Parish. Due to the Privacy of Information Act, 
hospitals no longer give out personal information. 
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults Our Candidates for Full 
Communion, Todd Ellis, Matthew 
Hahlen, Micheal Keller and Hannah 
Reed have entered the period of Purifi-

cation and Enlightenment—which is the Lenten Sea-
son.   This season focuses on intense study, prayer, fast-
ing and almsgiving as we draw closer to the celebration 
of the Easter Sacraments. Please remember them in your 
daily prayers. 
 

ATTEND A DAILY MASS FOR LENT 
Daily Mass is celebrated at St. Francis Xavier on Mon-
day and Wednesday at 8:00 am, and at St. Gabriel on 
Tuesday and Thursday at 9:00am. It is the thirty minute 
pause that refreshes our spiritual lives, and, it’s only five 
miles between churches—not that far to meet Jesus!.  
“There is a God-sized hole in all of us,” says Fr. Richard 
Rohr, O.F.M. (“Falling Upwards”). He describes the 
soul as “a place of longing”  in which only grace and 
divine love can satisfy. Let daily Mass be your guide. 
 

DIOCESAN/PARISH SHARE CAMPAIGN 
We are beginning the Advanced Gifts phase of the 2018 
D/PSC Campaign. The theme this year is “In all things 
give thanks for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
concerning you all.” 1 Thes.5:18.  
A mailing has gone out to all registered members of our 
parishes. Kindly take a few minutes to read my Letter 
and the enclosed Fact Sheet. Thank you for your very 
generous response in years past. Please pray on how you 
might be able to respond this year. If you have any ques-
tions contact me, or the parish office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS                                                   

Saturday,  March 17 
4:00pm SFX  Living and Deceased members of Both Parishes  
6:00PM SG  Denise Laubacher by Judy & Russ Wood 
 

Sunday, March 18—5th Sunday of Lent 

8:30am SFX  Joseph & Dolores Frank 50th Anniversary 
10:30am SG  Alma Williams by John & Jan Keating 
 

Monday, March 19—St. Joseph 
8:00am SFX  Bobby Nehus by Vince & Judy Palleschi 
  

Tuesday,  March 20 

9:00am SG  Jean Laubacher by Pete Laubacher & Family 
7:00pm SFX Penance Service 
 

Wednesday,  March 21 

8:00am SFX  Mildred Frigyes by Eilean Ehrlinspiel 
 

Thursday,  March 22 

9:00am  SG  Denise Laubacher by Don & Sandy Karlen 
 

Friday, March 23 

9:00am SG  Communion Service 
 

Saturday,  March 24 
4:00pm SFX  Mass of Thanksgiving by June Martin 
6:00PM SG  Judith Roach by David & Barbara Cinson 
 

Sunday, March 25—6th Sunday of Lent 

8:30am SFX  Health of Deloris Marquart by William J. Bryan 
10:30am SG  Living and Deceased members of Both Parishes  
 

 

CHURCH SUPPORT: 
May   God   bless  you  for   your   generosity to  our  parishes  

on  March 11, 2018 
 

St. Gabriel:  Adult $1,474; Loose $162; Cap. Imp. $64; New 
Hall $97; Easter Flowers $360; Jesus in Disguise $247. 
 

St. Francis Xavier: Adult $2,109; Loose $78; New Hall $395; 
Easter Flowers $450; Jesus in Disguise $250. 
 

PARISH SUPPORT: Please make any Checks cover-
ing your Regular Church contributions payable to the  
parish in which you are formally registered.  The         
exception would be if you are making a donation to the 
New Hall Fund, which should be made payable to: St. 
Francis Church.  Thanks.         
                          

SYMPATHY:   We offer our prayers and sympathy to 
Kevin (Nancy), Rodney (Melody), Joseph 
Romano, and Janette (Mickey) Borsellino and 
families on the death of their mother Marga-
ret “Margie” Romano (March 12, 2018). 
Margie and her late husband Ralph operated 

the Malvern Dairy Queen for many years. She was a long 
time member of St. Francis Xavier and was living in Lou-
isville with her sister Betty Casper.  May all of the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

 

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:  
stgabriel-stfrancis.org 

LENT 2018: 
Fridays of Lent: Abstain from eating meat 
for all 14 year's of age and up. 
 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS  
“The Mystery of the Cross” Praying the Stations with 
Pope Francis.”  Every Monday of Lent at 7pm, alternat-
ing churches each week.  March 19h  at St. Gabriel.  Any 
who would like to assist as a reader, cross or candle bearer, 
please contact the parish office. Optional Discussion group 
follows Stations (see below). 

 
DISCUSSION GROUP Adult Discussion Group fol-
lowing the Stations of the Cross until 9pm. “Creating 
Sabbath Space in our Lives.” A video retreat experience 
led by Fr. Ron Rolheiser, a noted retreat director and regu-
lar contributor to The Steubenville Register. His program     
invites us to reflect on what Sabbath Space is, how to     
create it in our own lives, and why it is important as we 
grow in faith. It promises both personal and spiritual en-
richment. All teens and adults are invited to join us. 

 
LENTEN COMMUNAL  
PENANCE SERVICE:  

Our Lenten Communal Penance Service will be held on  
Tuesday, March 20 at 7:00 pm  at St Francis Church, 
Malvern. We  invite all, especially our area parishes to at-
tend this special service.  We are anticipating on nine 
priests being available  to assist with the hearing of indi-
vidual confessions.  All Catholics are asked to celebrate 
this sacrament at least once a year.  Parents have the obli-
gation of preparing and providing the opportunity for their 
children to celebrate this sacrament of God’s love and for-
giveness. See special handout in this weeks bulletin. 
 

PALM SUNDAY AND HOLY WEEK 
We invite everyone to celebrate Holy Week in our parishes 
with faith and devotion. Please check the special insert in 
today’s bulletin for times and locations of services. All 
ministers are asked to check your schedules because your 
assistance is essential. 
 
SAVED BY GOD’S LOVE 
 Because the people broke the old covenant, God promised a 
new covenant, not in the blood of oxen and other animals, but in 
the blood of the Son, Jesus Christ. This new covenant, foreseen 
from afar by Jeremiah and the prophets, was not to be engraved 
on stone, or written on paper, but carved on our hearts, so that 
we might know God intimately. Not by keeping many laws are 
we to be saved, but by the love of God, living and real in our 
hearts through the sacrifice of Christ. 
 Our Eucharist is the pledge of that indwelling of Christ, and 
of our response of praise and thanksgiving to God for the mercy, 
love, and kindness shown to us in forgiving our sins and cleans-
ing our hearts of everything evil. God issues this invitation to 
intimacy by offering us the chance to have our sufferings trans-
formed into the perfect love of the Savior, who first loved us. 
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 ST. GABRIEL  ST. FRANCIS 
      400 West High Street  • Minerva, OH 44657   125 Carrollton Street • Malvern, OH  44644 

OFFICE ADDRESS: P.O. Box 275 • Minerva, OH 44657 
PHONE:  330-868-4498 

EMAIL:  smstgabriel@frontier.com • WEBSITE:  stgabriel-stfrancis.org 

 PASTOR: Fr. Victor Cinson 330-868-4498 
 SECRETARY: Mrs. Peggy Romine 
 FAITH FORMATION/RCIA DIRECTOR:  
  Ms. Linda Shaw 
 PSR COORDINATOR:  
 SOCIAL HALL PHONE: St. Gabriel 330-868-4610  
          St. Francis 330- 863-0760 
 OFFICE HOURS: 
 9am – 5pm Monday - Thursday;  9am—2pm Friday  
 

 REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
 Saturday:     4:00pm at St. Francis  
            6:00pm at St. Gabriel 
 Sunday:        8:30am at St. Francis  
          10:30am at St. Gabriel 
 Weekdays    8:00am Mon. and Wed. at St. Francis 
                      9:00am Tues. and Thurs. at St. Gabriel 
                      9:00am Fri. St. Gabriel Communion Service 

[See Weekday Schedule inside for changes & special days.]  
 Holy Days of Obligation  
     Vigil (evening before)  7:00pm at St. Francis 
     Holy Day  9:00am and 7:00 pm at St. Gabriel 
CONFESSIONS [Check bulletin for Holiday Schedule]  
 Saturday:     2:00 – 2:45pm St. Gabriel 
               3:15 – 3:45pm St. Francis 
Other times by request. [Note: Confessions will be  cancelled  
when there is a wedding at either church.  Check weekly bulletin.]   

FISH DINNERS AT OUR PARISHES: 
FRIDAY, MARCH 23 WILL BE OUR FINAL 
FISH FRY AT BOTH CHURCHES 

ST GABRIEL Fish Fry dinners at             
St. Gabriel from 4:30-7pm. Prices are   
Fish Dinners, Adults $9 Children $4 (6-12) 
under 6 are  free. Rigatoni Dinners 
Adults $5, Children $3 (6-12) under 6 are 
free.  There will be sign-up sheets in the 
narthex of  the church for volunteers. If you 

have questions, please call Ralph Halter at 330-205-5958 
or Dave Cinson at 330-205-1324. For Take Out orders 
call 330-868-4610 during times listed. 
  

 ST. FRANCIS Fish Fry dinners at            
St. Francis from 5-7pm in the Social Hall. 
Prices are Fish or Shrimp, Adults $9,    
Children $5 (12 and under), Adult Spaghet-
ti $7. There are sign up  sheets in the 
narthex of the church for volunteers.  For 

Take Out orders call 330- 863-0760 during times listed. 
 

Memorial Collection for Denise Laubacher 
The weekend of March 24/25, Palm Sunday weekend, the 
children be on hand to take up a collection after all     
weekend Masses at both parishes.  This will provide you 
with the opportunity to donate, if you have not done so 
thus far, so that we can order the communion cups in her 
honor. We would like to have and to be able to use them 
at our closing PSR Mass on Sunday, May 6 at 10:30 AM.  
Thank you for helping us to honor and remember Denise 
who served our parishes so well and THANK YOU for 
your generosity. 
 

CRS COLLECTION:  JESUS IN DISGUISE. 
 Your support of this collection give aid to victims of per-
secution and natural disasters, provides legal services to 
poor immigrants, and advocates for the powerless.  
Through your generosity, six Catholic agencies will help 
Jesus as he bears the disguise of the vulnerable refugee, 
the immigrant family, and the poor and marginalized.  
Please prayerfully consider contributing to the collection.  
There is an envelope in your packet for this collection.  
Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
 

 
PARISH SHARE CAMPAIGN: 

March 17/18 Pasta & Fixins 
March 24/25 Flour, Sugar & Shortening 

BAPTISMS 
Parents  are  to  call the   Parish Office  to  arrange  for a   
preparation meeting.   The child need not yet be born  to make   
these arrangements.  

MARRIAGES 
Couples intending to marry must consult the pastor personally 
at   least 6 months prior to the desired date.  No date will be  
set until this meeting takes place. 

BULLETIN DEADLINE:   
All items must be submitted to the Parish Office in    
writing  by 12:00 Noon on Tuesday.  

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT —  March 18, 2018   

ATTENTION SENIOR LUNCHEON:  The 
last Wednesday this month will be during Holy Week 
so the Senior Luncheon will be held on Wed. March 21 
at Noon.  Please sign the sheets in the narthex of either 
church if you plan to attend. 

RICE BOWL: We encounter Ale-
fa in Malawi, where seeds are helping 
her family survive an uncertain cli-
mate.  How can you care for God’s 
creation this Lent?  How can you 

support those, worldwide, who are forced to flee their 
homes to find safety or better        opportunities? Give 
to the Rice Bowl.  It only takes pennies each day of lent 
dropped in the  boxes available in the narthex of either 
church.  Then drop them off on Holy Thursday in the 
basket at the doors of the church, or drop them off to 
the church    office. 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT:  “I will be 
their God and they shall be my people.” - JEREMIAH 
31:33 
 What does it mean to be God’s people? It means 
we recognize that everything we have and everything 
we are belongs to God. We aren’t “owners” of any-
thing, we are merely “stewards” of the gifts God has 
given us. It means we are willing to use our gifts and 
our lives to care for our neighbors and the world, just as 
God cares for us. 

 

THANK YOU  to all who have gra-
ciously donated to the Backpack program.  
We genuinely appreciate all that you have 
given!  We look forward to the continued 
support. 
 

 

PONTIFICAL GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION: 
Pope Francis has 
asked our parish to 
support the Pontifical 
Good Friday Collec-
tion, which helps 
Christians in the Holy 

Land.  Your support helps the church minister in par-
ishes, provide Catholic schools and offer religious edu-
cation.  The Pontifical Good Friday Collection also 
helps to preserve the sacred shrines.  When you contrib-
ute to the Pontifical Good Friday Collection, you be-
come an instrument of peace and join with Catholic 
around the world in solidarity with the Church in the 
Holy Land.  There is an envelope in your envelope 
packet for this collection.  Thank you in advance for 
your generosity. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Over the next two weeks, as we hear of the  
interior anguish of Jesus, we are led to the Garden 
of Gethsemane, the scene of a night of suffering, 
failure, and loss. In Hebrew, the word means 
“olive press,” and it was an olive grove, although 
only a few trees remain. Olives can’t be eaten off 
the trees, they need to be cured—knocked from the 
trees at harvest time, scooped into a stone basin, 
and cracked open by a heavy millstone. The   
crushing stone weight was itself called a 
“gethsemane,” and once it was lowered onto the 
olives, oil from the fruit and the inner stone would 
drip into a groove and flow into jars. The night 
before his death, Jesus experienced such anguish 
that scripture says his own blood perspired from 
him, an image no one who understands olive oil 
production could miss. 
 Today, the Mount of Olives is within the city 
of Jerusalem and the site of the Church of All     
Nations, also known as the Basilica of the Agony. 
It was built in 1924, funded by Catholics in twelve 
different countries. An open-air altar on the 
grounds is used by Anglicans on Holy Thursday 
every year. Nearby is the Russian Church of Mary 
Magdalene, built by the czar in 1888, its          
magnificent golden domes a distinctive landmark. 
There is also another tiny Catholic Church, called 
Dominus Flevit, or “The Cry of the Lord,” built in 
a teardrop shape in the mid-1950s. For centuries, 
the Franciscan order has had the care of the shrines 
of the Holy Land, and our Good Friday collection 
helps sustain these precious sites. 

  —Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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VOCATION VIEWS: To be God’s servant, we 
must follow Jesus. Do you desire to see where Jesus 
lives? Serve the poor and marginalized.  (John 12:20-33) 


