
 Support the NEW “St. Francis & St. Gabriel” 
Parish Hall Fund Drive.   

 

UPDATE FROM THE PASTOR: 
As we progress in our goal of building a new Parish Hall 
for both St. Francis and St. Gabriel Parishes, I would like 
to help keep in mind the “Why” of this project. Under-
standably it happens that in any building program we can 
become more concerned with the “How” (fundraising) of 
a project and  lose sight of the real reason we are doing 
this in the first place. As with the Church universal, so it is 
with us on the parish level, that we continue to build upon 
our best traditions as well as being innovative in being 
relevant to our changing needs.  
Our past is filled with great memories and our future is 
filled with great hope. We must be creative in how we 
meet these challenges and changes. As pastor, my main 
concern is always for the future of the Catholic faith in 
this northern part of Carroll County, and also the north-
ernmost part of the Diocese of Steubenville. Among the 
many reasons for replacing the existing hall, requiring the 
effort of two parishes, is for the continued growth and 
strength of the faith of our parishes and our outreach to 
the local communities. Other reasons are important, for 
example the rental and marketing of the hall to help pay 
the loan and supplement the facility in furthering our main 
goals.  
PROGRESS UPDATE: This past week we have re-
ceived approval of our plans from the Diocesesan Build-
ing Committee and are in the process of accepting bids for 
the construction phase. Please pray that the bids come in 
on the low side and that we will be able to move things 
along very quickly. Your continued prayer and support is 
vital for our two parishes in carrying out the work of the 
Lord. Thanks you and God Bless! Fr. Victor Cinson 
To date the Phase II Drive has raised $345,546 in new, 
or additional, gifts and pledges. The extra money needed 
will help towards the furnishings and equipment for the 
hall. 

Pledge Amounts as of 03/5/2018 
$ 656,880.00 Pledges & Gifts (bricks, blocks, windows) 
$ 142,967.00 Fundraisers/Org. gifts & memorial donations 

$ 799,847.00 Total of Pledges and Gifts* 
 

MATCHING FUNDS CHALLENGE 
New Pledges, New Gifts and Additional amounts added 
to an existing  pledge/gift will be MATCHED Dollar-for 
Dollar up to $50,000. To date we have received $28,245 
in additional gifts. ( YAY! Over Half Way There!!) 
 
 
 
 

SICK AND SHUT-INS OF THE PARISH 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER & ST. GABRIEL 
Stone Crossing:  Vera Kompara (SFX) 
St. Joseph Care Ctr.: Fran Montella (SFX), Jerry Nicolet (SG) 
Home: Rosemarie Scurto (SFX), Ivette Martinez (SG),  
 Wanda Manley (SG) 
SG at Arbors (Great Trail) Nursing : Richard Lane ,                                                              
                                            Doris Ferguson, Mary Campbell 
St. Luke Minerva: James Smith, Josephine Moyseenko 
McKinley Health Center, Canton: Roman Ritterbeck (SG) 
Copeland Oaks: Jane Collins, 800 S 15th St, Room 8103, 
Sebring , OH   44672 
Home:  Margaret Peddicord 
 

FOR ILL & HOSPITALIZED:  Please call Parish 
Office as soon as one is hospitalized, and/or to request  
home visits and Holy Communion, from either parish. The 
Eucharistic Ministers are not to make these arrangements. 
Whenever one is admitted to an area hospital, or nursing care 
facility please inform the Admissions Office you are Cath-
olic and your Parish. Due to the Privacy of Information Act, 
hospitals no longer give out personal information. 
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults Our 
Candidates for Full Communion, Todd 
Ellis, Matthew Hahlen, Micheal Kel-
ler and Hannah Reed have entered the 
period of         Purification and En-
lightenment—which is the Lenten   

Season.   This season focuses on intense study, prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving as we draw closer to the celebra-
tion of the Easter Sacraments. Please remember them in 
your daily prayers. 
 

SPICE UP YOUR LENTEN PRACTICES—
ATTEND A DAILY MASS! 
Daily Mass is celebrated at St. Francis Xavier on Mon-
day and Wednesday at 8:00 am, and at St. Gabriel on 
Tuesday and Thursday at 9:00am. It is the thirty minute 
pause that refreshes our spiritual lives, and, it’s only five 
miles between churches—not that far to meet Jesus!.  
“I begin each day with holy Mass, receiving Jesus hid-
den under the appearance of a simple piece of bread. 
Then I go out into the streets and I find the same Jesus 
hidden in the dying destitute, the AIDS patients, the lep-
ers, the abandoned children, the hungry, and the home-
less. It's the same Jesus.” Mother Teresa 
 

DIOCESAN/PARISH SHARE CAMPAIGN 
The 2018 D/PSC Campaign is about to begin. The 
theme this year is “In all things give thanks for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you all.”  
1 Thes.5:18. A mailing has gone out this week to all reg-
istered members of our parishes. Please take a few 
minutes to read my Letter and enclosed Fact Sheet. 
Thank you for your very generous response in years 
past. Please pray for how you might be able to respond 
again. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS                                                   

Saturday,  March 10 
4:00pm SFX  Amy Robertson by The Feller Family 
6:00PM SG Rose Mary Swinger by The Gallina Family  
 

Sunday, March 11—4th Sunday of Lent 

8:30am SFX  Health of Earl Bryan by William J. Bryan 
10:30am SG  Living and Deceased members of Both Parishes  
 
Monday, March 12 
8:00am SFX  Mildred D’Angelo by Judy & Vince Palleschi 
  

Tuesday,  March 13 

9:00am SG  Joe Miller by Terry & Lisa Dunlap 
 

Wednesday,  March 14 

8:00am SFX  Jim Strabley by Bev 
 

Thursday,  March 15 

9:00am  SG  Tony & Diane Petrarca by Joanne & Tim Martin 
 

Friday, March 16 

9:00am SG  Communion Service 
 

Saturday,  March 17 
4:00pm SFX  Living and Deceased members of Both Parishes  
6:00PM SG  Denise Laubacher by Judy & Russ Wood 
 

Sunday, March 18—5th Sunday of Lent 

8:30am SFX  Joseph & Dolores Frank 50th Anniversary 
10:30am SG  Alma Williams by John & Jan Keating 

CHURCH SUPPORT: 
May   God   bless  you  for   your   generosity to  our  parishes  

on  March 4, 2018 
 

St. Gabriel:  Adult $2,683; Loose $99; Cap. Imp. $130; New 
Hall $305.76;Easter Flowers $20. 
 

St. Francis Xavier: Adult $2,459; Loose $38;  New Hall 
$1,305; Easter Flowers $85. 
 

PARISH SUPPORT: Please make any Checks cover-
ing your Regular Church contributions payable to the  
parish in which you are formally registered.  The         
exception would be if you are making a donation to the 
New Hall Fund, which should be made payable to: St. 
Francis Church.  Thanks.         
                            

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT:  “For God so 

loved the world that he gave his only Son…” - John 3:16 
 Of all the wonderful gifts that God has given to us, 
the gift of His own Son is truly the greatest. How can we 
ever thank God for a gift like that? God does not ask us to 
sacrifice our own precious firstborn, but He does ask that 
we are grateful and generous with our God-given gifts. 
That we nurture and develop them and return with in-
crease. 
 

 

LENT 2018: 
Fridays of Lent: Abstain from eating 
meat for all 14 year's of age and up. 
 
New! “The Mystery of the Cross” Praying 
the Stations with Pope Francis.  Every 

Monday of Lent at 7pm, alternating churches each week.  
March 5th  at St. Gabriel.  Any who would like to assist as a 
reader, cross or candle bearer, please contact Linda Shaw at the 
parish office. Optional Discussion group follows Stations (see 
below). 
 
New! Adult Discussion Group following the Stations of the 
Cross until 9pm. “Creating Sabbath Space in our Lives.” A 
video retreat experience led by Fr. Ron Rolheiser, a noted     re-
treat director and regular contributor to The Steubenville    Reg-
ister. His program facilitated by Linda Shaw, invites us to reflect 
on what Sabbath Space is, how to create it in our own lives, and 
why it is important as we grow in faith. It promises both person-
al and spiritual enrichment. All teens and adults are invited to 
join us. 
 
New! “Finding Hope when Life Hurts” A FREE booklet of 
daily meditations by Joseph Sica available in the narthex of each 
church.  Copies are limited. Pick one up today! There is corre-
sponding booklet given to the children at PSR with extra copies 
in the narthex of each church.   
 
New! Don’t Give Up Chocolate for Lent:         
Instead, Take the 40-day Journey to Become-the-Best      
Version of Yourself.  Matthew Kelly of Dynamic Catholic   
invites you to sign up for a free e-mail program designed to help 
you have a life-changing Lent. Every day you’ll receive in your 
e-mail inspirational videos, practical tips and encouraging    sto-
ries. You may sign up at DynamicCatholic.com/Signup.  
 
NEW! “Engage” with Bishop Robert Barron:  During the    
season of Lent our parishes are participating in an e-mail video 
program offered by Bishop Robert Barron.  If you would like to 
participate, submit your email to the parish office at  smstgabri-
el@frontier.com, and you will be added to the group and receive 
a video each week of Lent.  This week the video is entitled, 
“What Can We Know About Angels?” Videos arrive each 
Thursday and are followed by discussion questions that invite 
you to respond or ask questions. Only people in our     parish 
participating in this program can see your comments. If you 
would like to join this group for Lent, simply let us know so that 
we may add your e-mail address. It is as simple as that and 
promises to be a very rewarding and informative experience. 
 
LENTEN COMMUNAL  PENANCE SERVICE:  
Our Lenten Communal Penance Service will be held on  Tues-
day, March 20 at 7:00 pm  at St     Francis Church, Malvern. 

We     invite all from the Minerva,      
Malvern, Morges, Carrollton and 
Waynesburg area to attend this spe-
cial service.  There will be several 
visiting priests to assist with the hear-
ing of individual confessions.  All 
Catholics are asked to celebrate this 

sacrament at least once a year.  Parents have the obligation of 
preparing and providing the opportunity for their children to cel-
ebrate this sacrament of God’s love and forgiveness. 

 

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:  
stgabriel-stfrancis.org 



 ST. GABRIEL  ST. FRANCIS 
      400 West High Street  • Minerva, OH 44657   125 Carrollton Street • Malvern, OH  44644 

OFFICE ADDRESS: P.O. Box 275 • Minerva, OH 44657 
PHONE:  330-868-4498 

EMAIL:  smstgabriel@frontier.com • WEBSITE:  stgabriel-stfrancis.org 

 PASTOR: Fr. Victor Cinson 330-868-4498 
 SECRETARY: Mrs. Peggy Romine 
 FAITH FORMATION/RCIA DIRECTOR:  
  Ms. Linda Shaw 
 PSR COORDINATOR: Mrs. Denise Laubacher 
 SOCIAL HALL PHONE: St. Gabriel 330-868-4610  
          St. Francis 330- 863-0760 
 OFFICE HOURS: 
 9am – 5pm Monday - Thursday;  9am—2pm Friday  
 

 REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
 Saturday:     4:00pm at St. Francis  
            6:00pm at St. Gabriel 
 Sunday:        8:30am at St. Francis  
          10:30am at St. Gabriel 
 Weekdays    8:00am Mon. and Wed. at St. Francis 
                      9:00am Tues. and Thurs. at St. Gabriel 
                      9:00am Fri. St. Gabriel Communion Service 

[See Weekday Schedule inside for changes & special days.]  
 Holy Days of Obligation  
     Vigil (evening before)  7:00pm at St. Francis 
     Holy Day  9:00am and 7:00 pm at St. Gabriel 
CONFESSIONS [Check bulletin for Holiday Schedule]  
 Saturday:     2:00 – 2:45pm St. Gabriel 
               3:15 – 3:45pm St. Francis 
Other times by request. [Note: Confessions will be  cancelled  
when there is a wedding at either church.  Check weekly bulletin.]   

FISH DINNERS AT OUR PARISHES: 
ST GABRIEL Fish Fry dinners at             
St. Gabriel from 4:30-7pm. Prices are Fish 
Dinners, Adults $9 Children $4 (6-12) under 
6 are  free.  Rigatoni Dinners Adults $5, 
Children $3 (6-12) under 6 are free.  There 
will be sign-up sheets in the narthex of  the 

church for volunteers. If you have questions, please call 
Ralph Halter at 330-205-5958 or Dave Cinson at 330-205-
1324. For Take Out orders call 330-868-4610 during 
times listed. 
  

 ST. FRANCIS Fish Fry dinners at            
St. Francis from 5-7pm in the Social Hall. 
Prices are Fish or Shrimp, Adults $9,    
Children $5 (12 and under), Adult Spaghetti 
$7. There are sign up  sheets in the narthex 
of the church for volunteers.  For Take Out 

orders call 330- 863-0760 during times listed. 
 

Memorial Collection for Denise Laubacher 
The weekend of March 24/25, Palm Sunday weekend, the 
children be on hand to take up a collection after all     
weekend Masses at both parishes.  This will provide you 
with the opportunity to donate, if you have not done so 
thus far, so that we can order the communion cups in her 
honor. We would like to have and to be able to use them 
at our closing PSR Mass on Sunday, May 6 at 10:30 AM.  
Thank you for helping us to honor and remember Denise 
who served our parishes so well and THANK YOU for 
your generosity. 
 

CRS COLLECTION:  JESUS IN DISGUISE. 
 Your support of this collection give aid to victims of per-
secution and natural disasters, provides legal services to 
poor immigrants, and advocates for the powerless.  
Through your generosity, six Catholic agencies will help 
Jesus as he bears the disguise of the vulnerable refugee, 
the immigrant family, and the poor and marginalized.  
Please prayerfully consider contributing to the collection.  
There is an envelope in your packet for this collection.  
Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
 

NFP CLASS FOR MARRIED AND EN-
GAGED COUPLES a Natural 

Family Planning Class (NFP), taught by 
the Couple to Couple League will be 

offered for married and engaged couples 
on Tues. Mar. 20 at St. Mary Catholic 

Church in Massillon.  Class will be from 
6-8pm.  For more info or to register, go 

to www.ccli.org or contact John & Julie Roberts at 330-
791-3314, email jroberts0118@gmail.com This is now a     
requirement for all couples planning on Marriage in the 

Diocese of Steubenville. 
 

PARISH SHARE CAMPAIGN: 
March 10/11 Toiletries 

March 17/18 Pasta & Fixins 

BAPTISMS 
Parents  are  to  call the   Parish Office  to  arrange  for a   
preparation meeting.   The child need not yet be born  to make   
these arrangements.  

MARRIAGES 
Couples intending to marry must consult the pastor personally 
at   least 6 months prior to the desired date.  No date will be  
set until this meeting takes place. 

BULLETIN DEADLINE:   
All items must be submitted to the Parish Office in    
writing  by 12:00 Noon on Tuesday.  

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT —  March 11, 2018   

HOT CROSS BUNS AND LENT 
This Sunday, the Fourth Sunday of 
Lent, is celebrated as "Laetare 
Sunday" (Latin for "rejoice"). We 
rejoice that Lent is at its             
mid-point. The origins of hot 
cross buns may go back as far as 
the 12th century. According to the 
story, a monk baked the buns and 

marked them with a cross in honor of Good Friday. 
Over time they gained popularity, and eventually       
became a symbol of preparation Easter. A hot cross 
bun is a spiced sweet bun made with currants or        
raisins, marked with a cross on the top, and traditionally 
eaten on Good Friday.  The buns mark the end of Lent 
and different parts of the hot cross bun have a certain 
meaning, including the cross representing the crucifix-
ion of Jesus, and the spices inside signifying the spices 
used to embalm him at his burial. Join us for Hot Cross 
Buns after the 10:30 Mass in the Social Hall at St. Ga-
briel this Sunday. 

ATTENTION SENIOR LUNCHEON:  The 
last Wednesday this month will be during Holy Week 
so the Senior Luncheon will be held on Wed. March 21 
at Noon.  Please sign the sheets in the narthex of either 
church if you plan to attend. 

RICE BOWL: We encounter Andrise, a teacher in 
Haiti who knows the importance of 
forming young people who will give 
back to the community and their 
country.  Reflect on the role teachers 
have played in bringing you closer to 

God and your community. Give to the Rice Bowl.  It 
only takes pennies each day of lent dropped in the    
boxes available in the narthex of either church.  Then 
drop them off on Holy Thursday in the basket at the 
doors of the church, or drop them off to the church    
office. 
 

 

  Year B of the Lectionary has the Letter to the 
Ephesians today. Ephesus, today in Turkey, was in 
the first century a great Greek city, the center for 
the worship of Diana, the goddess of the hunt. It 
was a vast city even by modern standards, having 
nearly half a million people in the time of Paul. Yet 
that was a time of economic recession and moral 
decay. No wonder Saint Paul stayed here the    
longest. It gave him an enormous and religiously 
curious audience. His preaching stirred up the    
artisans who depended on the pilgrims who came 
to honor (and buy mementos of) seventeen gods 
and goddesses enshrined in the city’s temples. You 
can still see the open-air theater where Paul’s   
homily triggered a riot. Paul did have success here, 
and many conversions among Jews and Gentiles. 
They seem to have struggled with hope, perhaps 
because of their suffering from economic woes and 
isolation.  
 Some old traditions say that the Apostle John 
lived out his days here, and that the Blessed    
Mother was cared for by him. There’s no biblical 
basis for this, but it is certain that a small house 
just outside the city has been treasured by      
Christians and Muslims for centuries as the last 
dwelling of Mary. Long ago, the harbor silted up 
and the city was nearly abandoned, becoming a 
small village. As is so often the case, that accident 
of history preserved the ancient city, so that       
archeologists have been very successful in reveal-
ing ancient Christian sites. One such site is the 
Church of Mary, probably the first church to be 
dedicated to the Blessed Virgin, and the site of the 
Council of Ephesus in 431. Today, a visit to Ephe-
sus is one of the most rewarding journeys for any 
pilgrim.                           —Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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Attention All High School Students   
We hope you plan to join us 
for lunch at Minerva Classic 
57 next Sunday, March 18 
after the 10:30 AM Mass!   If 
you didn’t get and invitation 
in the mail, or have not yet 

called/texted in your RSVP, you can still contact Lin-
da Shaw TODAY, March 11.  Come and join us!  We 
look forward to seeing you there! Lunch is on us! 

 

 

VOCATION VIEWS: God loves the world so 
much and blesses us with the gift of his son, Jesus. 
How do you receive and share this gift of love?  (John 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spiced_bun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zante_currant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raisin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Good_Friday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucifixion_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucifixion_of_Jesus

