
 Support the NEW “St. Francis & St. Gabriel” 
Parish Hall Fund Drive.   

 

UPDATE FROM THE PASTOR: 
As we progress in our goal of building a new Parish Hall 
for both St. Francis and St. Gabriel Parishes, I would like 
to help keep in mind the “Why” of this project. Under-
standably it happens that in any building program we can 
become more concerned with the “How” (fundraising) of 
a project and  lose sight of the real reason we are doing 
this in the first place. As with the Church universal, so it is 
with us on the parish level, that we continue to build upon 
our best traditions as well as being innovative in being 
relevant to our changing needs.  
Our past is filled with great memories of growing up in a 
church which provided a stable environment and lasting 
values. As with any organism, the Church today, as well 
as the world around us, is changing. We must be creative 
in how we meet these changes. As pastor, my main con-
cern is for the future of the Catholic faith in the north-
ern part of Carroll County, Diocese of Steubenville. 
Among the many reasons for replacing the existing hall, 
requiring the effort of two parishes, is for the continued 
growth and strength of the faith of our parishes and our 
outreach to the local communities. We will attempt to ad-
dress these issues on a regular basis in the days ahead. 
Any other reasons are secondary, for example the rental 
and marketing of the hall to help supplement the facility 
and further our main goals and objectives. Your continued 
help, understanding and support is vital for our being two 
vibrant parishes in carrying on the work of the Lord. “For 
all that has been, Thanks. For all that is yet to be, Yes.” 
Fr. Victor Cinson 
 

To date the Phase II Drive has raised $344,146 in new, 
or additional, gifts and pledges. The extra money needed 
will help towards the furnishings and equipment for the 
hall. 
  

Pledge Amounts as of 01/05/2018 
$ 665,480.00 Pledges & Gifts (bricks, blocks, windows) 
$ 142,967.00  Fundraisers/Org. gifts & memorial donations 

$ 808,182.00 Total of Pledges and Gifts* 
 
MATCHING FUNDS CHALLENGE 
New pledges, gifts and additional amounts added to an 
existing  pledge/gift will be MATCHED Dollar-for Dol-
lar up to $50,000. To date we have received $27,005 in 
additional gifts.  
 

SICK AND SHUT-INS OF THE PARISH 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER 
Stone Crossing:  Vera Kompara (SFX) 
St. Joseph Care Ctr.: Fran Montella (SFX), Jerry Nicolet (SG) 
Home: Denise Laubacher (SG); Ivette Martinez (SG) 
SG at Arbors (Great Trail) Nursing : Richard Lane ,                                                              
                                            Doris Ferguson, Mary Campbell 
St. Luke Minerva: James Smith, Josephine Moyseenko 
Carroll Health Care: Mary Wadsworth (SG) 
McKinley Health Center, Canton: Roman Ritterbeck (SG) 
Copeland Oaks: Jane Collins, 800 S 15th St, Room 8103, 
Sebring , OH   44672 
Altercare of Louisville: Rosemarie Scurto (SFX), 7187 Saint 
Francis Street., Room #402, Louisville, OH 44641 
 

FOR ILL & HOSPITALIZED:  Please call Parish 
Office as soon as one is hospitalized, and/or to request  
home visits and Holy Communion, from either parish. The 
Eucharistic Ministers are not to make these arrangements. 
Whenever one is admitted to an area hospital, or nursing care 
facility please inform the Admissions Office you are Cath-
olic and your Parish. Due to the Privacy of Information Act, 
hospitals no longer give out personal information. 
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
The RCIA process, designed for those 
adults who are interested in finding out 
more about the Catholic faith,  meets 
on Wednesday evenings from 7 to 9 
PM in the annex at St. Gabriel’s. For 

information please contact Linda Shaw at the church 
office at 330-868-4498. 
  

 

SYMPATHY: St. Francis Xavier and St. Gabriel   
Parishes offer our prayers of Sympathy to Linda        
Ferrante and family, on the death of  husband, father, 
grandfather Lou Ferrante.  Linda and Lou are active 
members of St. Gabriel Church and have helped with the 
fish fry and many other activities through the years.  
May all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace. 

 

BAPTISM: Congratulations to Gianna Marie DiCato, 
infant daughter of Anthony and Danielle 
(Gascon) DiCato of St. Francis, who was 
baptized this past Sunday.  May all of our 
children grow to know God through our 
teachings.  
  

SENIOR LUNCHEON:  The St. Ga-
briel CWC will serve the January sen-
ior luncheon Wednesday, January 24, 
2018 at noon in the Annex rooms.  All 
seniors of both St. Gabriel and St. 

Francis parishes are welcome to attend. Please make 
your reservation by using the sign-up sheets in narthex 
of each church. 

 
PARISH SHARE CAMPAIGN: 

January 20/21 Flour, Sugar & Shortneing 
January 27/28 Breakfast Bars & Cereal 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS                                                   

Saturday, January 20 
4:00pm SFX  Angie Cinson by Ed Schilling 
6:00PM SG  Living and Deceased members of both parishes  
 

Sunday, January 21-3rd Sunday Ordinary Time 

8:30am SFX  John Hudson by Thom & Jeanette Blackburn 
10:30am SG Jack & Trudy Keating by John & Jan Keating 
 

Monday, January 22 
8:00am SFX Carol Gallina by Bob Gallina 
  

Tuesday,  January 23-St. Marianne Cope & St. Vincent  

9:00am SG  Ruth Pilati by Carol & Lou Vogus 
 

Wednesday,  January 24-St. Francis de Sales 

8:00am SFX  Daniel P. Bitzel by Bob & Melody Moneypenney 
 

Thursday,  January 25-The Conversion of St. Paul 

9:00am  SG  Mary Jo Casper by Robert & Patricia Ailes 
 

Friday, January 26-St. Timothy & St. Titus 

9:00am SG  Communion Service 
 

Saturday, January 27 
4:00pm SFX  Living and Deceased members of both parishes  
6:00PM SG Michael Canestraro by Terry & Lisa Dunlap 
 

Sunday, January 28-4th Sunday Ordinary Time 

8:30am SFX  Special Intention by The DeChiara Family 
10:30am SG  Emilie Rhodes by Connie Wallace 
 

CHURCH SUPPORT: 
May   God   bless  you  for   your   generosity to  our  parishes  

on  January 14, 2018 
 

St. Gabriel:  Adult $1,465; Loose $132; Cap. Imp. $10; New 
Hall $30. 
 

St. Francis Xavier: Adult $1,780; Loose $119; Extraordinary 
Bldg. Fund $60; New Hall $435. 
 

PARISH SUPPORT: Please make any Checks cover-
ing your Regular Church contributions payable to the  
parish in which you are formally registered.  The         
exception would be if you are making a donation to the 
New Hall Fund, which should be made payable to: St. 
Francis Church.  Thanks.         

                                
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT: “Follow me and I will 

make you fishers of men.” - Mark 1:17 

Jesus’ call to “Follow me” is a call to all 
Christians! The call is in the here and 
now, in our present circumstances, not 
when we think we are “ready” or have 
everything in order. Good stewardship of 
our God-given gifts means that things 

aren’t always going to go according to our schedule and 
that God has a much better plan in store for each of us. 
 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:   stgabriel-stfrancis.org 

ST GABRIEL FISH FRY  
Fish Fry dinners at St. Gabriel will begin on 
Friday, Feb. 9 from 4:30-7pm  There will be 
sign-up sheets in the narthex of the church 
for volunteers. If you have questions, please 
call Ralph Halter at 330-205-5958 or Dave 
Cinson at 330-205-1324. 
  

FIRST RECONCILIATION:  
On Saturday, January 27, at 10:30 AM, 
8 children from our parishes will     
celebrate their First Reconciliation.  
We welcome each of them and their 
families as we gather to experience the 
healing power of God’s love for us.  In 
the parable of the Good Shepherd, Je-

sus tells us that God seeks us out when we stray through 
sin.   Through his loving forgiveness we  return to him and 
are healed from whatever has separated us from his love. 
We rejoice with the following young people of our parishes 
who will know this peace for the first time through the  
Sacrament of    Reconciliation.   They are: 

Parent Sacramental Meeting 
This Sunday, January 21, at 9 AM we will hold our final 
required Parent Sacramental Meeting for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation in the St. Gabriel Annex meeting room. This 
will be our final meeting prior to the celebration of the    
sacrament with the children on Saturday January 27.  We 
look forward to seeing you there. 
 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST: Mark your calendars.  
The next K of C Pancake Breakfast will be Sunday, Febru-
ary 4th from 9am-12:30pm.  Please join us! 
  

INTERNATIONAL WEEK OF PRAYER FOR 
CHRISTIAN UNITY 

January 18-25, 2018 is the annual observance 
of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. The 
theme chosen for 2018 is “Your Right Hand, O 
Lord, Glorious in Power” (Exodus 15:6). 
Throughout 2018, join Christians everywhere 

in praying “that they may all be one” joining our prayer 
with that of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 O God, your right hand is glorious in power. Ex-
tend your hand to help us discover new ways that unite 
your people in the Body of Christ, the Church. May the 
strength of your hand take away all misunderstanding 
and prejudice that hinder our calling to be one in body 
and spirit. Draw us together in the bond of peace, of faith 
and charity that we may be one in Jesus Christ our Lord 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, One God for ever and ever. Amen.    www.geii.org 

Kelly Bolanz 
Mylah Fescemyer 
Addisyn Johnson 

Kiptin Kiko 

Dane Long 
    Haiden Reynolds  

Emmie Toussant 
Ava Whiteleather 



 ST. GABRIEL  ST. FRANCIS 
      400 West High Street  • Minerva, OH 44657   125 Carrollton Street • Malvern, OH  44644 

OFFICE ADDRESS: P.O. Box 275 • Minerva, OH 44657 
PHONE:  330-868-4498 

EMAIL:  smstgabriel@frontier.com • WEBSITE:  stgabriel-stfrancis.org 

 PASTOR: Fr. Victor Cinson 330-868-4498 
 SECRETARY: Mrs. Peggy Romine 
 FAITH FORMATION/RCIA DIRECTOR:  
  Ms. Linda Shaw 
 PSR COORDINATOR: Mrs. Denise Laubacher 
 SOCIAL HALL PHONE: St. Gabriel 330-868-4610  
          St. Francis 330- 863-0760 
 OFFICE HOURS: 
 9am – 5pm Monday - Thursday;  9am—2pm Friday  
 

 REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE 
 Saturday:     4:00pm at St. Francis  
            6:00pm at St. Gabriel 
 Sunday:        8:30am at St. Francis  
          10:30am at St. Gabriel 
 Weekdays    8:00am Mon. and Wed. at St. Francis 
                      9:00am Tues. and Thurs. at St. Gabriel 
                      9:00am Fri. St. Gabriel Communion Service 

[See Weekday Schedule inside for changes & special days.]  
 Holy Days of Obligation  
     Vigil (evening before)  7:00pm at St. Francis 
     Holy Day  9:00am and 7:00 pm at St. Gabriel 
CONFESSIONS [Check bulletin for Holiday Schedule]  
 Saturday:     2:00 – 2:45pm St. Gabriel 
               3:15 – 3:45pm St. Francis 
Other times by request. [Note: Confessions will be  cancelled  
when there is a wedding at either church.  Check weekly bulletin.]   

CWC NEWS: 

 St. Francis CWC The next meeting will be Feb. 6 
 at 2pm in the narthex of St. Francis Xavier.  All  ladies 
 of the parish are encouraged to attend. 
 

 ST. GABRIEL CWC NEWS: The next meeting 
 will be held Wednesday, Feb. 7, 2018 at 12:00 noon in 
 the Annex meeting rooms. Lunch will be served. 
 All ladies of the parish are invited to attend. Coming 
 events will be discussed. 
 

TAX FINANCIAL STATEMENTS:  Anyone 
needing a contribution statement for the past year, please 
contact the church office at 330-868-4498.  This includes 
any contributions to the New Hall Construction and D/
PSC. 
  

PLEDGE STATEMENTS:  Can’t remember how 
much you’ve pledged?  Call the church office and you 
may get a pledge statement which will show how much 
you pledged and how much you’ve paid on that pledge.  
These statements are different than the Financial State-
ments.  The financial statements do not give you a total of 
ALL money paid from the beginning of the pledge.  It 
shows just the amount paid from January—December 
2017. 
 

CHOIR ST. GABRIEL & ST. FRANCIS: St. 
Gabriel and St. Francis will begin having choir practices 
the first and 2nd Wednesdays of the month at 5:30pm be-
ginning February 7.  The first Wednesday of the month 
will be at St. Gabriel and the 2nd Wednesday of the month 
will be at St. Francis.  During these practices, we will go 
over the music for the month and begin working on music 
for Easter and Holy week.  If you would like to join the 
choir, please attend one of the practices monthly. 
 
THE DEMANDS OF DISCIPLESHIP 
  

 Today we encounter readings that already have a      
Lenten feel about them. Nineveh undergoes a forty-day 
fast, the psalmist reminds us that God alone can show     
sinners the way, Paul shows us how fleeting the things and 
events of this world are, and Jesus cries out “Repent!”     
before he calls his new followers. “Come after me,” Jesus 
says, but if we are to truly live out the commands and     
demands of our discipleship through baptism, we must first 
know our need for conversion, our repentance, our need to 
believe in the gospel fully. Today’s Gospel opens with the 
stark reminder of what befell John the Baptist for           
completely living out his vocation as the herald of Christ 
and the gospel: he was arrested, imprisoned, and martyred. 
Though few of us will experience consequences that        
extreme, we must all be ready to risk some sort of rejection 
as, heeding the call of Jesus, we live out the kingdom of 
God at hand, repent of our sins, and believe in the good 
news of salvation. 
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BAPTISMS 
Parents  are  to  call the   Parish Office  to  arrange  for a   
preparation meeting.   The child need not yet be born  to make   
these arrangements.  

MARRIAGES 
Couples intending to marry must consult the pastor personally 
at   least 6 months prior to the desired date.  No date will be  
set until this meeting takes place. 

BULLETIN DEADLINE:   
All items must be submitted to the Parish Office in    
writing  by 12:00 Noon on Tuesday.  

THIRD SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME —  January 21, 2018   

Men’s Day of Renewal:  “Being a Cloud of Wit-
nesses”, a Lenten retreat for the men of the Diocese 
will be held on Sat. Mar. 3 from 8am- pm at St. Ste-
phen Catholic Church, 1036 Belford St., Caldwell.  
Master of Ceremonies will be Joe Loizzo and the Mass 
will be celebrated by Bishop Jeffrey Monforton.  Reg-
istration forms are available in the narthex of either 
church.  If you need more assistance you may call Don 
Coen at 740-264-0155 or 749-632-1565, 
 

SALVATION ARMY DINNER: The Social Jus-
tice Committee is sponsoring the annual Salvation Ar-
my Dinner on Tuesday, February 20 at the Minerva 
Community Building.  Watch the bulletin for further 
details. 
 

PICTURE DIRECTORIES  are finally here!  If 
you had your picture taken for the directory, you will 
have a book available to you with your name on it in 
the narthex of each church.  If you can’t find yours, 
please contact the church office as soon as possible.  
Thank you for your patience waiting for this day to ar-
rive!!! 
 

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION (PSR)  
LOOKING AHEAD: 
Sun. Jan 21 9:00am—St Gabriel 
Final Parent meeting for 1st Reconciliation 
Sat. Jan 27 10:30am—St. Gabriel 
1st  Reconciliation , light refreshments  
Sun. Feb 11 8:00am—St. Gabriel 
Catechist In-Service to prepare for Palm Sunday/Easter 
 

WEEKEND BACKPACK PROGRAM: 
Brown Local Schools provides weekend 
meal items for those in need in the Mal-
vern Area.  The Weekend Backpack Pro-
gram is organized by the Malvern CARE 
Team and bags are distributed every Fri-
day.  We are currently serving 98 stu-

dents each week. We are looking for snack items such 
as Pop Corn, Applesauce, Pudding/Jello, Fruit Snacks, 
Ramen Noodles, Mac & Cheese (single Serve), Pop 
Tarts, Instant Oatmeal, and Cereal Bars.  Please remem-
ber all cans should be pull tab.  You may contact Dorra 
at 330-863-1355 ext. 1006 or email dor-
ra@brownlocalschools.com. 
 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER: The next 
weekend is February 16-18 at the Days Inn and 
Suites in Richfield, OH.  Applications for a 
Marriage Encounter Weekend and further 

info are available online:  GreatMarriagesOhio.org or 
call 330-305-9963. 

  

One of the most unusual Catholic churches in the 
world is in Amsterdam: Our Lord in the Attic, or as 
the locals say, “Ons Lieve Heer op Solder.” What 
looks like a beautiful narrow brick mansion alongside 
a canal is a clever disguise for a very well-preserved 
seventeenth-century home and a secret church. During 
the Reformation, the Netherlands was divided into 
Protestant Holland and the Spanish Netherlands, now 
known as Belgium, a Catholic stronghold. Protestant 
reformers seized all the Catholic parishes in Holland 
and “de-Catholicized” them. New laws forbade the 
celebration of the Mass in public. St. Nicholas Church 
was renamed “Old Church” by the new owners, and 
the dispossessed Catholics got to work “hiding” St. 
Nicholas Parish in the upper floors of this mansion. 
Other Catholics did the same thing, but this is the only 
hidden church that survives today. Sunday Mass is still 
celebrated here.  
 It’s a beautiful hideaway, with nothing spared in 
regard to marble, gilding, a pipe organ, and classic 
Dutch painting. A few steps away, the Old Church, 
begun in 1250, stands emptied of the statues and 
carvings of its Catholic days, its windows replaced 
by plain glass. The new tenants gave up when it came 
to the ceiling, which is still painted with saints, bibli-
cal scenes, and merchant ships. The Dutch reformers 
were tolerant sorts, and as long as the Catholics kept 
out of sight, they were out of mind. Catholicism was 
at last tolerated in Holland after 1853, but in 1924 
when the International Eucharistic Congress was held 
in Amsterdam, processions of Catholics were still 
forbidden in the streets. Today, Roman Catholics are 
about 19 percent of the population, and there’s no 
need for any of them to hide in the attic. 

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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VOCATION VIEWS: The reign of God is now.  Are 
you willing to drop what you are doing to follow Jesus’ 
call? Believe that God will give you what you need.  
(Mark 1:14-20) 


